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powerless, and its successful activity depended entirely upon
the composition of that body for the following year. More-
over, Gracchus did not intend to stop short with the passing
of his agrarian law. When Attains bequeathed his kingdom
of Pergamum to the Roman people, Gracchus broke through
established custom, and without consulting the Senate carried
a law in the popular assembly, providing for the organiza-
tion of a new Roman province, and using the inheritance to
swell the funds of the land commission. It was clearly his
object to remove from the competence of the Senate to the
direct decision of the national assembly as much public busi-
ness as possible. And for this purpose it was absolutely neces-
sary that the body of tribunes for the coming year should be in
sympathy with the policy of Tiberius, and that he himself
should be one of the body.

* Hence he stood again as a candidate for the year 132 B. c.,
and also endeavoured to fill the other places with his can-
didates. Though there was no definite law against the
re-election of a tribune, yet it was contrary to established
custom, which was often more powerful at Rome than the
written law ; and his intention to stand was fiercely attacked
by his opponents. His electoral address was also the subject
of severe criticism. He included in it proposals to shorten
the period of military service, to change the composition of the
jury courts, and to make the franchise more accessible to
the allies. The Senate believed, or pretended to believe, that
Tiberius was aiming at monarchy, at a tyranny of the Greek
type. On the day of election a number of his partisans, being
busy with their farm-work, were unable to attend, and the
senatorial party took advantage of this weakness to attack
him in earnest. Finally there was an armed conflict in the'
open space befbre the Capitoline temple : the partisans of the
Senate prevailed, Tiberius was slain, many of his supporters
were killed in the tussle, and still more were sentenced to
death afterwards. The murder of Tiberius was undoubtedly
a revolutionary and illegal act; but the Senate justified it as
the suppression of a rebellion started by the tribune.

Yet the radical reformers did not consider themselves a
beaten party. Their activity was renewed when Gaius
Gracchus, the younger brother of Tiberius, after spending
two years in Sardinia as quaestor, reached the age which
qualified him to be a candidate for the tribune's office. In